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Friday 28th June 2019 
 

From Mrs May 

Last week, the Ofsted inspectors commented that the school is very busy, with the children involved 
in a myriad of systems and activities. Examples they gave included the Year 6 prefects, a whole host 
of trips out of school, Year 6/FS buddy system, concerts and how we support charities. They were 
impressed that there is so much going on, but slightly disappointed that the children found it hard to 
articulate why we do these things. The children reported that they have fun, but couldn’t explain the 
meaning behind such actions, or how they link to British values. So in assembly today, we talked 
about wellbeing; what it is, the difference between immediate gratification and long term health 
and happiness, and we discussed how we work towards improving the wellbeing of our school 
community. This is, after all, Longwood’s mission. I think it is safe to say that they children now have 
a much better understanding of why we do what we do! Please ask your child and see what they say. 

 

Summer Fete  

It’s the Longwood fete tomorrow. Please come along to share in the fun. The school choir will be 

performing and so will our cheerleaders. There will be lots of games and a few surprises too, 

including a real life police car! You will be able to purchase raffle tickets – we have some wonderful 

prizes – and try your luck on one of the tombola stalls. Make sure you come hungry as there will be 

lots of food and drink available. Many people have put a lot of hard work into making the fete an 

enjoyable occasion so please come and support us. Donations of toys, books and cakes will be 

gratefully received at any point up until 12pm. 

 

Choir 

The choir are performing at the fete at 12.30. Please can all choristers meet at 12.15 in the hall. 

 

Cheerleaders 

The cheerleaders are performing at the fete immediately after the choir. 
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Creative Arts Week 

Next week is Creative Arts week at Longwood. We all know that the arts make us feel happy and 
help us to express ourselves. Our health and wellbeing need looking after; taking part in art, music 
and drama activities all help to this end.  
We have a fabulous week of exciting activities planned. I cannot say too much now, as we want the 
children to be surprised. Many of the activities are being funded by Friends of Longwood and I am 
immensely grateful to them. They work tirelessly all year to arrange events which are fun, but they 
also raise funds. Creative arts week is a lovely way to spend some of this money.  
Please can every child in preschool and main school bring a bowl, bucket, 
wooden board or similar into school on Monday, along with a beater of 
some kind, such as a wooden spoon or plastic hitter. This is for a 
drumming activity. Children who forgot theirs will not be able to join in as 
much as those who remember. 

Art Exhibition 

The art exhibition will be open for viewing on Thursday 

anytime between 6-7pm. All preschool and school families are invited to come and 

enjoy looking at the variety of artwork on display. Every child will be exhibiting a 

piece of framed work and all work will be for sale. The profit from sales will be 

donated to 52 Lives; a charity which the children have been supporting for a while 

now. 

 

Reports 

End-of-year reports for children in preschool and main school have 

been handed out today. Please make sure you have received your 

child’s report. Please see your child’s teacher if you have any 

questions or comments. 

 

Canopy 

If you have visited school this week, you will have seen the new canopy in the 

playground. It has been installed just in time for the beautiful weather we are 

currently experiencing. We would like to thank Friends of Longwood for their 

contribution towards this.  
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Swimming Gala 

Huge fun was had on Tuesday as the KS2 

children swam a variety of races during the 

swimming gala. I am amazed every year at 

the standard of swimming. Our swimming 

curriculum is very impressive, not least 

because all children have lessons every year. 

Consequently, by the time they reach KS2, 

they are extremely confident in the water 

and have mastered good techniques. The 

fun race at the end was a real highlight, with 

each child swimming a length whilst carrying 

an article of clothing, which the house 

captains had to adorn and swim a length in. 

Congratulations to Blyton, who scored the 

most points from the initial races and the 

team relay. 

 

 

Nursery News 

This week, the Oak children have been picking and tasting strawberries that have been growing in 

their garden. All of the children have been very helpful and are now understanding that when the 

strawberries turn red, they are ripe and good to eat. “This one’s green; that means we can’t eat it 

yet,” some of them would say while looking through them. ‘Sour’, ‘strawberry’ and ‘sweet’ are some 

of the describing words the children used to talk about the strawberries when they tasted them. 
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Sports Day  

What a lovely day was had by all! We couldn’t have asked for better 

weather or better behaviour from the children. Both the morning and the 

afternoon games and races went without a hitch and it was lovely to see so 

many parents enjoying spending time with the 

children and with each other. I hope you all enjoyed 

the family picnic too. The atmosphere was wonderful. 

Congratulations to Rowling (yellow) who were the 

overall winners. 
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KS1 

We were working on a few Bee-bot projects last week and then the children decided to work 

together to make a huge Bee-bot maze. Mrs Bointon was really impressed with how well they all 

worked together. They spent almost an hour making it and then trying to get the Bee-bots through 

the maze. There were no arguments and everyone worked really sensibly! 

 

Summer Holiday Scheme 

The programme is now on the website, along with the booking form. You know what to do! 

 

Congratulations 

The children in Year 6 have all completed projects about an aspect of London. Max chose to 

investigate independent bakeries. Of course, he had to visit and sample the products! His writing 

was really interesting and made me feel very hungry! Tiya’s project was completely different, as she 

chose to look at four different parks in London. She researched their history, what they each have to 

offer today and visited them, so that she could talk about them from personal experience. Her 

writing was also very interesting and made me feel very peaceful! Congratulations to Max and Tiya. 

It’s great to see you both working hard, right up to the end of your time at Longwood. 

 

Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Saturday 29th 
June 

12-2pm in the school 
grounds 

Longwood Fete Open to all nursery and 
school family and friends 

Tuesday 2nd July 9am in the school hall FT class assembly Parents and family welcome 
to attend 

Thursday 4th July 9am in the school hall FW class assembly Parents and family welcome 
to attend 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Thursday 4th July 6pm at school Art Exhibition All preschool, FS, KS1 and 
KS2 children will have a 
piece of artwork exhibited 

Thursday 4th July 7pm at school  End of Year 
Celebration 

All KS2 children and their 
parents to attend. Friends 
and family welcome. 

Thursday 12th 
Sept 

7pm in classrooms Letters and Sounds 
Evening 

FT, FW, FS and KS1 parents 
to attend 

This evening is for you to learn how we teach phonics at Longwood. By the end, you will 
understand what you can do (and should not do) to support your child at home. There will be an 
opportunity for you to ask questions too. This event is not suitable for babies/children to attend. 

Thursday 12th 
Sept 

7pm in LKS2 classroom Meet The Teacher LKS2 parents are invited to 
meet Mrs Rastrick and find 
out about routines, 
expectations, etc 

Sunday 22nd Sept 12pm in Cassiobury 
Park 

FoL Back To School 
Picnic 

All family and friends 
welcome. Bring your own 
picnic. 

Friday 11th Oct 7pm in the school hall FoL Quiz Night More details to follow 

Wednesday 16th 
Oct 

3-5pm in the school 
hall 

EYFS creativity 
workshop for parents 

Sign up at reception or 
email 
info@longwoodschool.co.uk 

Nursery, preschool and reception parents are all invited to come and learn how to help your child 
to develop their creativity. This workshop will be a mixture of theory and practical activities, so 
come ready to get involved. 

Friday 18th Oct 9.15am, St James’ 
Parish Church, Bushey 

Harvest Festival, 
followed by tea and 
cakes 

All FS, KS1 and KS2 family 
and friends welcome to 
attend 

 


